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"Immediately increases for minimum income and family allowances. No to a new tax haven!"

RSM 19 07 2023 - "We don't want to go back to being a tax haven, and income policy interventions should be made immediately for the people most in difficulty and to combat inflation". This is the very clear message launched by the many trade union representatives of the three trade union organizations and citizens who, in braving the tropical heat, demonstrated in front of the Palazzo Pubblico, starting in the early morning, while the Councilors participating in the Council session made their entrance Great and General.

The slogans displayed on the placards facing the building where popular sovereignty is based summarized the reasons for the protest, scheduled for the whole day: "Minimum family income: we ask for increases immediately!"; "Fugitive government on support for workers and pensioners"; "Employment income and pensions plunge... and the government doesn't care"; "Non-domiciled tax residences, a slap to those who pay taxes"; "No to a new tax haven".

Representing the three trade union organizations, the CSdL Secretary Enzo Merlini, the CDLS Secretary Gianluca Montanari and the acting USL Secretary Marco Santolini made brief speeches.

The interventions underlined the very strong contradiction present in the budget adjustment law on the agenda of the current council session; the majority did their utmost to reintroduce non-domiciled tax residences, falsely stating that the provision has a different nature than the DES, when instead the residences themselves were the most characterizing element. At the same time it has not yet planned anything to provide support to the many citizens in economic difficulty and to protect the incomes of workers and pensioners eroded by inflation.
In all of San Marino, only three families can access the guaranteed minimum income, as the parameters are excessively restrictive: it is a scandal, unacceptable in a country that still has great wealth. The criteria for access to this intervention must be changed immediately so that all citizens who need it can use it. Moreover, it can be done in a very short time, it is sufficient to modify the figures of the envisaged criteria.

The amounts of family allowances, which have been unchanged for many years, can be increased just as quickly, with inflation which has significantly lowered their real value. The majority envisaged only the commitment to update the same checks by the end of 2023; these are the usual promises of intervention spread over time, while many families have long been forced to jump through hoops to make it to the end of the month.

Indeed, from the beginning of 2024, employers will benefit from a lower rate for family allowances, which will inevitably lead to a reduction in the overall resources for this fundamental parenting support institution; this too is an unacceptable measure, moreover in the face of a simultaneous increase in the contribution paid by employees to the pension fund. Everything upside down!

Throughout Europe, states have adopted measures to safeguard income from work and pensions, to give oxygen to citizens and mitigate the effects of inflation: contracts alone cannot fully cope with inflationary dynamics. Why does the government in San Marino not do anything for its citizens, despite the fact that the union has been asking for action for at least six months? Why doesn't it issue a provision which, through the resources of general taxation, reduces the tax contribution of workers and pensioners below a certain threshold?
Instead, he prefers to insist on non-domiciled tax residences, which are a clear attempt to make San Marino once again the "ancient land of tax evasion", i.e. a tax haven to attract wealthy people who, by paying a small they might reside in the area's hotels for one to five months a year, to make their lavish profits.

A prospect that would also seriously harm the real economy - the only one that has kept and keeps the whole country standing - which the protesters rejected with indignation, especially for their strong ties with the country and to preserve its image in the world already severely compromised in the past.

In recent days, the unions met with the opposition parties, who have prepared amendments to the budget adjustment for the increase in family allowances and for the repeal of the paragraphs on non-domiciled tax residences; amendments that go in the direction of trade union requests. On the other hand, the "goodness" of the provision under discussion was confirmed by the majority forces.
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