
Information from CGTP-IN
The CGTP-IN showed great concern with the declaration of State of Emergency by the Portuguese President and with the Law- Decree of the Socialist Party government that implemented it, namely regarding the limitation of workers’ fundamental rights, freedoms and guarantees. We are keeping close watch and vigilance in relation to the contention of the epidemic outbreak. The CGTP-IN will continue to very closely monitor and to intervene against all abuses that may be practiced in this situation, fulfilling our role in defence of workers’ rights and in the search for solutions for the national problems, always acting with the responsibility that characterises our trade union action.
In a context in which are multiplying illegal and arbitrary employers’ decisions, with the growing use of dismissals – facilitated by a recent review of labour legislation – the CGTP-IN is demanding government measures that guarantee workers’ wages and rights and the end of employer abuses ang illegal actions, such as dismissals, termination of short-term contracts, compulsory fixing of holiday leaves, unilateral change and increase of working hours, elimination of pauses, among other.
This situation makes it difficult for the response to basic needs, in the medium and long run, with consequences in the maintaining and relaunching of the economic activity. The measures adopted will create economic contraction and will prop up inequalities, namely between labour and capital, putting the burden of the pandemic outbreak on the shoulders of those who must sell their labour force and who depend on it – in other words, once again it is the workers who will pay for the crisis.
In Portugal, we are demanding measures that ensure the totality of workers’ incomes. Workers are the real wealth creators. 
We do not accept the unbalance between measures directed at the employers and, on the other hand, those directed at the workers, even worse in a context of scarce resources for the current needs. The government is directing most of the aid at big businesses, exactly those that, in their large majority,  not only have the conditions to face up to economic contraction, but should also be called to contribute, in a robust way, to the collective effort we are all undertaking. These big businesses only employ 30% of all wage earners, but the government is giving them the largest share of the aid, and this is absolutely unfair for the micro, small and medium enterprises and inconceivable in terms of social equity.
This crisis is also proving us right when we exposed, in recent years, the policies and impositions of the European Union – EU – and of the Euro, which have accentuated our country’s fragility, attacking our productive fabric, our jobs and their quality, workers’ rights and income, particularly of those who ensure public services and State social functions and preventing appropriate measures being adopted. Giving prevalence to economic freedoms instead of social policies, the domination by big capital and by the big powers, places countries like Portugal, with attacks on their sovereignty, in a situation of degradation and disinvestment in public services, notably in the National Health Service.
The so-called measures of combat against the COVID-19 and its economic effect, decided by the EU, do not show any solidarity, when choosing to maintain, for instance, the allocation of many billions of Euros to militarism and to propaganda, leaving countries like Portugal forced to deal alone with the problem, but wishing to maintain for themselves the power of determining even more brutal anti- social measures in the future.
This has been the CGTP-IN position in Portugal, one we also consider to express our international solidarity.
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