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The WIG is of the view that the Biological Agents Directive (BAD) should be revised, taking into account 

the following: 

 

1) Available data arising from the Sars-Cov-2 pandemic show that workers are being infected at work. 

Outbreaks and clusters of Covid-19 in a variety of occupational settings have been reported since 

the start of the pandemic.1 

 

2) The recent Covid-19 pandemic has shown that urgent measures are needed to protect workers from 

the impact of a transmission of infectious diseases. What the Covid-19 epidemic and earlier ones, 

like BSE and SARS, have also shown is that a broad range of occupations are concerned by such 

diseases. The scope of the BAD does not adequately cover all occupations (to be) affected by 

(future) pandemics. The fact that a wide range of occupations is considered at risk should be 

reflected in the Directive, to ensure that these are also included in the development and 

implementation of preventive measures in the relevant professions.2 

 

3) The inclusion of a reference to vulnerable groups could be considered, as they may vary depending 

on the sector and the biological agent’.3  

 

4) Research shows that classification of biological agents in practice is not in line with the legal 

provisions in the Directive (articles 2 and 18 of the BAD). One of the conclusions of this research 

is that a general principle seems to be for virulence to be given greater weight in the classification 

definitions compared to transmissibility and availability of treatment / vaccines.4 5 This raises the 

question whether a revision of the classification rules is needed. Since the occurrence of a pandemic 

has not been taken into account when designing the classification system, this is also an element to 

take into consideration.  
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