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Second EU-Mexico Civil Society Dialogue Forum

Mexico, 28 February – 1 March 2005

Speech by Juan Moreno, representative of civil society in the inaugural session

Mr President of the Mexican Republic, 

Mr Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

Mr Director for Latin America at the European Commission, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the European social and trade union organisations present at this Forum, I would like to congratulate the Mexican Ministry of Foreign Affairs for organising the Second EU-Mexico Civil Society Dialogue Forum.

I would like to begin by highlighting the presence of a delegation from the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) at this Forum. This Committee is the Union's highest advisory body for economic and social matters, as set out in the current Treaty on the European Union and in the Constitution which was recently approved and is currently in the process of being ratified.

The EESC is a tripartite body, composed of employers, trade unions and a third sector for various activities or interests. The governments and the European Commission are not represented. Due to the fact that the EESC delegation will speak at the Forum, I will limit myself to providing an overview of the importance of this institution which represents the whole of organised civil society in Europe.
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I would like to sum up the main intentions and points of view of the large and diverse presence -- for Mexico -- of European civil society at this Forum, whose delegates are members of the European Trade Union Confederation or the CIFCA network of NGOs for Mexico and Central America.

CIFCA has been involved in the follow-up of the Global Agreement since it was signed and was active at the first Forum held in Brussels in 2000.

The European Trade Union Confederation, which I represent, brings together the European national confederations (some of which are also present at this Forum) and industry federations and it works together with the Mexican unions in matters concerning the EU-Mexico Agreement.

Up until now, the EU-Mexico Association Agreement has achieved concrete results in the area of trade. We welcome these results since the more intense trade relations and the increase in investment recorded since the Agreement came into force have yielded many benefits. However, we believe that it is necessary to develop the Agreement in all areas in a bid to extend its benefits to all citizens.

The democratic clause contained in the Agreement itself should serve to guarantee and foster human rights in the broadest sense of the term, including social and trade union rights.

We, the Mexican and European trade unions, met in a trade union meeting before the Forum during which we approved a joint declaration in order to incorporate a social dimension into the Agreement. To achieve this, we are proposing to include a chapter in or annex a protocol to the Agreement which deals with workers' basic rights. 

We, the Mexican and European social and trade union organisations, agree that it is necessary to organise stable forms of participation in the development of the Agreement and in the follow-up of the meetings of its bodies. In this sense we also support the petition of the Mexican organisations to set up an Economic and Social Council in Mexico capable of acting as a counterpart to the EU's EESC.

It is necessary to set up programmes and instruments for cooperation and a Social Observatory to push the Agreement forward both socially and democratically so that its name of Economic Association, Political Coordination and Cooperation Agreement corresponds to its actions and so that the relations between the European Union and Mexico are balanced and serve the objectives of social cohesion.
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