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The world’s aspiration for peaceful, harmonious, and sustainable development is a fundamental value 
and an essential condition for ensuring decent life and free human development, and for respecting 
international labour norms and standards.

The European trade union movement condemns the aggression of the Russian Federation against 
Ukraine and expresses its full support and solidarity with the Ukrainian people in their struggle for 
independence, sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity.

We call on governments and international organisations to increase pressure on the Russian Federation 
to immediately, completely and unconditionally cease hostilities and withdraw all armed forces from the 
internationally recognised borders of Ukraine.

We call on all ETUC affiliates to cooperate constructively in helping to address the current challenges 
related to security, including food security, economy, energy, including nuclear energy, finance, and 
environment, and stress that measures for comprehensive, just, and lasting peace in Ukraine must take 
these factors into account.

Rebuilding Ukraine will be an enormous task, and all necessary measures must be taken now to 
ensure that Ukrainians can return to normal life as soon as possible after the end of the war and build a 
competitive, green, digital economy that will ensure prosperity for all Ukrainians.

Ukraine’s reconstruction and recovery plans must include fair working conditions, respect for labour 
laws, promotion of decent work through collective bargaining, safe and healthy working environment, 
and lifelong learning opportunities.

The ETUC affiliates will continue to assist Ukrainian trade unions in restoring their activities, including in 
the de-occupied territories, provide humanitarian support to victims, promote integration of Ukrainian 
refugees into labour markets and ensure equal and dignified treatment in the workplace and in society, 
and prevent and combat all forms of exploitation and discrimination.

Social dialogue, which is at the heart of ILO Conventions and the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement, 
should be one of the main instruments of interaction between the government, employers and workers 
on issues related to economic and social recovery of the country.

More than ever, Ukraine’s reconstruction and new industrial and employment policies require unity, 
which is impossible without the rule of law, social justice, and respect for the rights of workers and trade 
unions. 
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We call on the government of Ukraine to fully restore social dialogue and consultation with the social 
partners in the design, implementation and monitoring of national social and economic policies aimed 
at the current and post-war recovery and reconstruction of Ukraine in line with the requirements of EU 
membership, in order to guarantee transparency and equity, and to ensure that resources are directed 
to where they are most needed.

We call on the government of Ukraine to uphold international labour standards and protect the rights of 
all workers, regardless of size of the company they work for, including fair pay, safe working conditions 
and the right to collective bargaining.

The ETUC urges the comprehensive legislative reforms in Ukraine and the expects improvement of the 
legal provisions on collective bargaining and agreements and stresses the need for the ILO and the EU 
technical assistance to Ukraine in implementing international labour standards and social and labour 
guarantees.

Solidarity is the key to rebuilding Ukraine as a democratic, sovereign and just country that has chosen 
a European future.

Solidarity forever!
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